
 

The Internet is great for obtaining helpful information.  Unfortunately, it’s also 

widely used for spreading misinformation.  Once you get an e-mail address, 

you’ll inevitably get a forwarded message about a gas boycott, a dying child’s 

request, a reported political gaffe, or something else.  Many people unwit-

tingly forward items that are rumors at best, lies at worst.   But the Internet 

makes it just as simple to check a story’s veracity as it does to send it to a 

friend.  How can you fish out the truth? 

 

Check the web.  There are several web sites dedicated to debunking rumors, 

myths, and urban legends.  These include snopes.com and truthorfic-

tion.com .  Many sites include a search box for looking up certain keywords.  

Not to mention you can search Google for these keywords to see what details 

can be found on other sites. 

 

Think twice.  Does the message seem too good to be true?  Does it fail to take 

certain factors into account (e.g., boycotting certain gas stations on a speci-

fied day)?  Is it written for emotional impact — a child’s last wish, or a health 

scare — or is it highly politically or religiously motivated?  Many stories are 

designed to get a strong reaction to fuel their spread, especially when they’ve 

“fudged” the facts. 

 

Don’t forward.  Don’t re-send any information that you’re not sure about.  

Think of all the time that could be saved checking e-mail!  Especially avoid 

sending rumor-based e-mail to your professional networks.  If it’s important 

enough to send, it’s important enough to check first! 
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Shortcut of the Month (brought to you by the letter …) 

“How do I…?”  You may be able to answer this question with a single key.  In Win-

dows, the F1 key will instantly bring up online help for the program you’re using.  

You can then type a question or question-related keywords into Help to find the 

instructions you need.  (Mac users can access program help with the keyboard 

shortcut Apple-?) 

LTF Tech provides custom computer training and consulting.  Visit the web site at www.LTFtech.com 
To join  the mailing list, make a topic suggestion, or for other information, e-mail info@LTFtech.com. 
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Learn the basics of digital 

photography with Kathy 

Montgomery! 

 

Kathy will host an introduc-

tory class Thursday May 15 

at 6:30PM in Latham.  Cost 

to register is $45.  

 

Call (518) 724-0828 today 

or visit www.LTFtech.com 

for details and to sign up!  

 Digital Photography 
Class May 15! 

Help!  The F1 Key 

Increase efficiency with 
keyboard shortcuts! 

Want to share your photos with family and friends?  Flickr.com (without the “e”) is a free web site that uses the 

power of online social networking to help you share your photos with others.  Photos can be tagged with 

keywords for easy searching, and access to your photos can be controlled (public, private, friends only, etc.).  

Additional services are available for making your photos into prints, books, calling cards, and more. 

The Random Resource ...because your computer isn’t just for computing 

“Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day; teach a man to fish and he will eat for a lifetime.” 

Learn To FishLearn To Fish  the vast ocean of computer knowthe vast ocean of computer know--how!how!  
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