
 

This past Labor Day weekend, I got to attend a photography workshop in Port-
land, Maine led by German photographer Chris Marquardt.  Although our focus 
was portrait and studio photography, I took home several tips on how anyone 
can learn to take better pictures in any context. 
 

Learn from others.  I love being in a class with other people, because everyone 
has much to contribute to the learning process.  The things I learned from the 
other students during the photo workshop completely changed the way I use 
my camera.  So if you really want to improve your photography skills, find oth-
ers who have the same desire and learn together. 
 

Be prepared to do weird things.  Being a good photographer means going 
"above and beyond" do to get the shot you want.  Taking interesting pictures of 
kids and animals may mean rolling on the floor at their level.  I took a portrait 
recently and climbed a six-foot ladder to take a shot of the subject from above.  
To create pictures that are extraordinary, be ready to do things that are not 
quite ordinary! 
 
Practice.  There is simply no substitute for practice for developing any skill.  You 
don't need to wait for a special occasion to take pictures -- just grab your cam-
era and click away at things.  Change your camera settings to learn which op-
tions do what.  That way, you'll be prepared to take great shots when that big 
event does come around. 
 
If you would like to see my photos from the workshop, visit  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thekelt and look for the “TFTTF” set. 
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Shortcut of the Month (brought to you by the letter …) 

• Windows Vista users: Holding the Windows logo key while pressing the Tab key 

allows you to visually cycle through currently open windows using  Vista’s Flip  

3-D feature. 

• Mac users: What’s on your Dashboard?  Press F12 for instant access to your 

Dashboard widgets for weather, stocks, and more. 

LTF Tech provides custom computer training and consulting.  Visit the web site at www.LTFtech.com 
To join  the mailing list, make a topic suggestion, or for other information, e-mail info@LTFtech.com. 
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Join us on Saturday, Octo-

ber 25 to Learn Your Digital 

Camera!  This class will fo-

cus on how to use your 

camera’s settings (shutter 

speed, ISO, etc.) to improve 

your pictures.  Cost is $45 

— call or e-mail to register. 

  

This and other events are 

now on the web site!  See 

www.LTFtech.com/events.  

Upcoming Class: 
Learn Your Digital 
Camera! 

Two-for-One: Windows and Mac Shortcuts 

Increase efficiency with 
keyboard shortcuts! 

Scrapbooking finds new life on the Internet with Scrapblog.com. More than just another web site for 

uploading pictures, Scrapblog provides the creative elements (borders and other embellishments) 

that make this online photo storage site more like an actual scrapbook.  It supports photos and 

videos, and allows transfer of media from other sites like Facebook and Flickr. 

The Random Resource ...because your computer isn’t just for computing 

“Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day; teach a man to fish and he will eat for a lifetime.” 

Learn To FishLearn To Fish  the vast ocean of computer knowthe vast ocean of computer know--how!how!  

Catch of 
the Day 

LTF Tech 

P.O. Box 14611 
Albany, NY 12212-4611 

(518) 724-0828 


